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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This site has been placed in the ERRIS data base as a result of its
selection for evaluation during the federally funded Surface Impoundment
Assessment (SIA) Study of 1980. During ERRIS placement, the operator
name and business address were utilized from the SIA, which results
in deviations from ERRIS for actual site location, Part I, Section II,
jtems 02 through 08 of Form 2070.12. This use of operator name and
address has also led to one ERRIS 1isting representing, in actuality,
from one (1) to one hundred eight (108) actual brine pits at an equal
number of separate locations.

The only Freeman United Coal Company facility within Chicago, I1linois
is the corporate office for Freeman United, which is located at 300
West Washington. Freeman United does operate eleven (11) mines in
the State of I1linois. Those mines are discharging to surface water
under NPDES permits issued by the State of Illinois. As a normal part
of its surface and underground mining operations, numerous ponds were
constructed as reservoirs for coal slurry.

Minimal to no file information exists on this site beyond that contained
in Phase I of the SIA. There is no direct evidence of hazardous waste
disposal at this site beyond the potentially hazardous constituents
of I1linois Basin brines, but with only annual inspection by I1linois
Mines and Minerals staff relevant to oil production practices and recent
backfilling of most brine pits in I11inois, disposal of off-site material
of wunknown nature is possible. A Tliterature review and laboratory
analysis of samples from several other sites indicates concern for
contamination of groundwater/surface water by sodium, sulfate, chloride,
etc. (non-hazardous constituents), concern for heavy metals (i.e.,
chrome, vanadium, barium) and long chain hydrocarbons.

A low priority has _been.assigned-due to the probable inability of CERCLA

~to_address brine waste. SimiTar sites have impacted private-and munici-

pal wells to a point requiring users to seek alternative sources for
drinking water. A site inspection should be scheduled to verify/update
owner-operator information and gain more thorough site specific infor-
mation if, and when, the addressability of brine damage by CERCLA has
been clarified.
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